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September 5, 2025

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: SB 81 (Arreguin) - Healthcare Provider Entities: Information Sharing - Request for

Signature

Dear Governor Newsom,

On behalf of the undersigned 50 immigrant justice, health, labor union, and civil rights
organizations, we write in strong support of SB 81 authored by Senator Jesse Arreguin. SB
81 seeks to safeguard access to health care facilities for all Californians by protecting
people’s immigration status and place of birth information from being disclosed and
prohibiting health care providers from granting access to nonpublic areas of health care

facilities for immigration enforcement purposes.

California is the state with the largest immigrant population in the nation , where 1 in 4
Californians are immigrants, 1 in nearly 2 California children live in an immigrant family, and
nearly half of California workers are immigrants or children of immigrants. The federal
administration’s mass immigration raids across Southern California at work sites and
neighborhoods have stoked fear across California. This deters people from accessing the
health care and essential services they need due to the possibility of arrest, surveillance and

family separation by federal agents conducting indiscriminate raids.

In 2017, California passed SB 54, California Values Act, also known as the state sanctuary
law, which curtails state and local law enforcement agencies from assisting with immigration
enforcement. The California Values Act also mandated the California Attorney General to

issue model policies and recommendations to guide public institutions in limiting state and



local resources to assist in immigration enforcement. Model policies were issued for public
schools, colleges, health care facilities, courthouses, libraries and shelters, and included
components such as requiring a valid warrant from ICE agents before they enter or attempt
to interrogate or arrest anyone. These model policies protect the rights of immigrants and
their families to safely access public institutions and services without fear of arrest and

family separation by immigration agents.

On January 20, 2025, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) rescinded the Sensitive

Locations Memo which limited immigration enforcement actions at locations such as

schools, places of worship and hospitals. With the federal administration enacting mass
raids and deportations, immigrants and their families in California are in fear of being
arrested as they go about their everyday lives at school, work and in their communities as

they access vital care and services.

Since June 6, more than 4,163 Californians have been arrested by masked, armed federal

agents in mass immigration raids across Southern California on public streets, at work sites
and in sensitive locations like health care facilities, schools and churches. Masked, federal

agents have arrested individuals inside the Riverside Community Hospital, the Ontario

Advanced Surgical Center in San Bernardino County, and the Glendale Memorial Hospital in
Los Angeles County. Federal agents have sought access to other health facilities without a

valid judicial warrant.

SB 81 protects the privacy and dignity of all Californians, regardless of immigration status,
and ensures they can seek care when they need it, free from fear or intimidation. SB 81
would specifically prohibit a health care provider from disclosing people’s immigration
status and place of birth and prohibit allowing access to nonpublic spaces of health care
facilities for immigration enforcement without a valid judicial warrant or court order signed

by a judge.

SB 81 seeks to ensure health care facilities are a safe and secure environment that all

Californians feel safe accessing. The health of all Californians are threatened when millions


https://www.ice.gov/doclib/ero-outreach/pdf/10029.2-policy.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/ero-outreach/pdf/10029.2-policy.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2025-08-07/federal-arrests-of-undocumented-immigrants-in-l-a-drop-in-july-dhs-says
https://seiu121rn.org/2025/06/26/rch-ice-statement/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-07-11/california-surgery-center-staff-confront-ice-agents
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-07-11/california-surgery-center-staff-confront-ice-agents
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-07-10/immigration-guards-glendale-hospital-prompts-scrutiny

of Californians are in fear of accessing life—saving health care simply because of where they

were born.

For these reasons, we are proud to support and request your signature for SB 81. If you

have any questions, or would like more information regarding our support, please contact

Bruno Huizar with the California Immigrant Policy Center at bhuizar@caimmigrant.org.

Sincerely,
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Bryant Miramontes
AFSCME California
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Tracy Mendez
Aliados Health
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Susannah Labbe

Alliance Medical Center
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Victoria “Nikki” Dominguez
Asian Americans Advancing Justice
Southern California (AJSOCAL)
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Doreena Wong

Asian Resources, Inc.
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Elmer Lizardi
California Federation of Labor Unions,
AFL-CIO

Bruno Huizar

California Immigrant Policy Center

Clarissa Ramirez
California Latinas for Reproductive

Justice
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Carmen Comsti
California Nurses Association/National

Nurses United

Johan Coardenas

Johan Cardenas

California Pan—-Ethnic Health Network
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Noe Paramo
California Rural Legal Assistance

Foundation
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Katie Duberg
California Work & Family Coalition
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Omar Carrera

Canal Alliance
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Sarait Martinez
Centro Binacional para el Desarrollo
Indigena Oaxaqueiio (CBDIO)
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Nora Angeles
Children Now

Monica Madrid
CHIRLA
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John Vasquez

Communities United for Restorative

Youth Justice
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Irene Kao

Courage California
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Andrea Amavisca
CPCA Advocates
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Yesenia Jimenez
End Child Poverty CA
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Mariana Moore

Ensuring Opportunity Campaign
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Tony Hoang
Equality California
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Nancy Halpern Ibrahim
Esperanza Community Housing

Corporation
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Kevan Insko

Friends Committee on Legislation of

California
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Gema Perez

Greenfield Walking Group
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Sabra Matovsky
Health Care LA IPA
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Joanna Gudino

Healthy Contra Costa
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Dennessa Atiles
Indivisible CA: StateStrong

Shervin Aazami

Initiate Justice Action
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Jane Garcia

La Clinica de La Raza
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Mar Velez

Latino Coalition for a Healthy California
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Diana J. Honig
Multi-Faith ACTION Coalition
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Kenneth Wilkerson
North East Medical Services (NEM)
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Christopher Reed
Northeast Valley Health Corporation
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Betzabel Estudillo
Nourish California
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Rachel Kafele

Oasis Legal Services
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Denisse Tapia
ORALE
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Britta Guerrero
Sacramento Native American Health

Center, Inc.
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Bianca Blomquist

Small Business Majority

Matt Legé
SEIU California
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Kimberly Woo
Services, Immigrant Rights and
Education Network (SIREN)
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Abigail Esquivias

Social Justice Collaborative

Betty J. Arterberry

Sonoma County Indian Health Project,

Inc.
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Mandy Diec
Southeast Asia Resource Action Center
(SEARAC)
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Chanchanit Martorell
Thai Community Development Center
(Thai CDC)
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Faith Colburn
The Children’s Partnership
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Isabel Becerra
The Coalition of Orange County
Community Health Centers
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Debra Ballinger
United Latino Voices of Contra Costa

County
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Sandra Poole

Western Center on Law and Poverty



